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In his concluding chapter he sums op calmly and judicially, but very strongly, against the whole system of Democratic or Collective Socialism.
What then is the Socialist complaint against the existing constitution of society ? It may be summed up in the one word, Inequality. Quoting from Karl Marx, Schaffle speaks of 4 a growing mass of misery, oppression, slavery, degradation, exploitation1.' Schaffle himself speaks of 'the plutocratic process of dividing the nation into an enormous proletariat on the one side and a few millionaires on the other2.' If any one wants to be saturated with boiling rhetoric on this topic, lei him open the Fabian Essays at random, or dip into the pages of Henry George's Progress and Poverty and Social Problems3. Or, if the reader is in search of quite as good rhetoric, but tempered by a good deal more common sense, let him carefully read through The Social Problem, by Professor William Graham4, especially chapter vi, c The Social Residuum.' Mr. Graham does not hold that what he calls the social residuum is an increasing mass. The Fabian essayists and the Continental Socialists always affirm that it is, and Dr. Schaffle in the quotation already given appears to accept Marx's view.
Now this view is an untrue one. It is demonstrably untrue as regards the United Kingdom. It is demonstrably untrue as regards France. It is probably untrue of every other country in Europe, with the possible exception of Russia. Confining ourselves to the United Kingdom, I affirm that there exists, between the so-called c millionaire' and the class described as the residuum, no gulf whatever, but an absolutely complete gradation. I need not load these pages with statistics in proof of what I say. The burden of proof is upon l&ose who affirm the contrary. Socialist rhetoricians have no scruple in confusing their own and other people's ideas on this subject by their illogical use of the word c proletariat.' At one time, it
1  P. 15.                     \                          But on the subject of the proletariat
2  P. 12.                       *                         he writes as if he was one.
3  I am bound to  admit  that Mr.          4 Kegan Paul, Trench & Co. 1886. George says he is  not a  Socialist.
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